
 

 

 

Lyon Journal 

J. David Markham 

The time before and after Napoleon’s abdication in 1814 was a time of quickly developing 

events and countless proclamations and other documents issued by the allies and the 

provisional government. Newspapers and other news outlets that were once loyal to 

Napoleon understood that times had changed and their coverage reflected the new reality. 

These two issues of the Lyon Journal make it clear, as can be seen in the opening notice’s 

referral to ‘these marvelous events.’ That said, journals such as this were indispensable in 

letting the people outside of Paris know what was going on in their capital. In addition to 

news, they also presented proclamations, letters and other communication. While they could 

hardly claim to be unbiased (as a matter of self preservation), they were nevertheless 

indispensable sources of news. 

 

The engraving from my collection is a German depiction of Napoleon’s 1814 abdication.

 
These articles were translated by Dr. Bill Chew III. 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

(Nr. 1) 1814 Saturday 16 April 

Lyon Journal, or Administrative, Political, Literary, Commercial, and 

Judicial Journal of the Department Rhône, published under the Auspices 

of the Higher Authorities. 

Subscriptions can be made at Lions, Bookseller, rue Saint Dominique, nr. 5. Subscription 

price, for six months, 15 fr.,; for three months, 8 fr.,: the price of each issue, distributed at the 

office, is 20 centimes. 

Notice 

The publication of this journal had at first been scheduled for the first days of the 

month of April. If no obstacle had delayed it, it would have had the advantage of compiling, 

as they unfolded, these marvelous events that, for several days, accumulate around us and 

will render the time in which we live the most memorable epoch of history. 

Unexpected causes changed matters, and this delay, without weakening the interest 

aroused by such great events, without even dispensing us from attaching their description to 

those of developments to come, no longer permits us to just cast a quick glance at them, but 

– and this is completely indispensable – to make of our journal a kind of historical and 

complete monument of the great revolution of which we are witnesses. 

In order to arrive at the most recent news as promptly as possible, and to compensate 

our Subscribers for the involuntary delay we have subjected them to, we will accelerate and 

multiply the distributions for several days, without increasing the price: we shall be happy if 

this small sacrifice will convince our subscribers of our desire to satisfy them! 

Summary of the NEWS FROM PARIS since March 30. 

On 30 March two army corps covering Paris, commanded by Marshals Marmont and 

Mortier, were defeated between Bondy and Paris. The national guard was mistreated on this 

occasion. 

During the night of the 30th to the 31st, a four-hour armistice led to a capitulation to 

arrange the terms of the handing over of Paris. On the 31st at 7 o’clock in the morning, the 

French army had to evacuate, along with their baggage train, but abandoning all the 

arsenals, workshops and military store-houses of the city. The resumption of hostilities 

against the army was suspended until nine o’clock. 

Subsequently, the allied army entered into the city of Paris, to the cries of: long live the 

allied Sovereigns! long live peace! long live our liberators! repeated a thousand times. 

As the procession advanced through the streets, thousands of white cockades appeared 

in the crowd, to the cries of long live the Bourbons! long live the King! long live Louis XVIII! 



 

 

The national guard, maintained and under arms, manned the posts jointly with the 

allied troops. 

On April 1st, the allied armies pursued, on the road to Fontainebleau, the remnants of 

the French army. 

On March 31st, H.M. Emperor of all the Russias had the following declaration 

published. 

DECLARATION. 

The armies of the allied Powers have occupied the capital of France. The allied 

Sovereigns welcome the will of the French Nation. 

They declare: 

That while the peace conditions must include the strongest guarantees with regard to 

putting in chains the ambitions of Bonaparte, they must be more favorable when, through 

the return to a wise Government, France herself will offer the assurance of such repose. 

The allied Sovereigns consequently proclaim: 

That they will no longer treat with Napoleon Bonaparte, nor with any of his family; 

That they respect the integrity of the former France, as she existed under her 

legitimate kings; they can do even more, because they always profess the principle that, for 

the happiness of Europe, France must be big and strong; 

That they will recognize and guarantee the Constitution that the French Nation will 

give itself. Consequently, they invite the Senate to design a provisional Government that can 

meet the needs of the administration and prepare a constitution befitting the French People. 

The intentions I have just expressed are common to all the allied Powers. 

ALEXANDER. 

By H.I.M., Secretary of state, 

Count Nesselrode 

Paris, 31 March, 1814, three o’clock in the afternoon. 

– The 1st of April, extraordinary assembly of the senate, presided over by H.S.H. the 

prince vice-grand-elector. The senate decreed, 

1st. That a provisional government be established, charged with meeting the demands 

of the administration, and to present to the senate a draft constitution; 

2nd. That this government be composed of five members, as follows: 

M. Talleyrand, prince of Benevent; 

M. the senator count of Beurnonville; 

M. the senator count of Jaucourt; 

M. the duke of Dalberg, counselor of state; 

M. De Montesquiou, previous member of the constituent assembly. 



 

 

 

It was further decreed that the act appointing the provisional government would be 

communicated to the French people by an address of the members of that government. 

The senate, finally, established several fundamental bases of the constitution that must 

be proposed. 

– The provisional government was installed on 2 April. 

It appointed eight commissioners charged with the portfolios of the diverse ministries: 

For justice, M. Henrion de Penrey; 

For foreign affairs, M. the count Laforêt, and M. baron Durand, adjunct. 

For war, along with the administration of war, general Dupont. 

For the navy, M. the baron Malouet, and until his arrival, M. Jurien. 

For finances, the treasury, manufactories and commerce, M. the Baron Louis. 

For the general police, M. Anglès, master of petitions. 

For the general secretariat of the provisional government, M. Dupont (de Nemours), 

member of the institute, and M. Roux de Laborie, solicitor at the imperial court, adjunct. 

M. de la Valette having absented himself, M.de Bourienne, previous counselor of state, 

is appointed director general of the post. 

The provisional government subsequently published an address to the French and an 

address to the army. 

The first administrative act of this government was to liberate and to return to his 

states O.H.F. the Pope, detained against the principle of international law, against all justice 

and decency. 

– On 3 April His Majesty the Emperor of Russia received the senate. This 

magnanimous prince accorded that body the release of 200,000 French prisoners held in his 

vast estates, due to the fate of arms. 

The senate, subsequently assembled in its palace, deliberated on the political situation 

of the state. 

And, “considering that in a constitutional monarchy, the monarch only exists by virtue 

of the constitution and the social contract; 

“That Napoleon Bonaparte, for a certain time with a firm and prudent government, 

gave the nation, with acts of wisdom and justice, reasons to believe in the future; but 

subsequently tore up the pact that unified the French people, notably by levying imposts, 

and establishing taxes other than by virtue of law, against the express tenor of the oath he 

had sworn on his accession to the throne, following art. 53 of the act of the constitutions of 28 

floréal year 12; 

“That he committed this assault on the rights of the people even when he had just, 

unnecessarily, adjourned the legislative body, and had suppressed as criminal a report of that 

body, whose title and part in the national representation he contested; 

“That he subsequently undertook a series of wars in violation of art. 50 of the act of 

constitutions, of 22 frimaire year 8, which requires that a declaration of war be proposed, 



 

 

discussed, decreed and promulgated like any law; 

“That he unconstitutionally rendered several decrees concerning capital punishment, 

specifically the two decrees of 5 March last, tending to have a war considered national, that 

was only waged in the interest of his unlimited ambition; 

“That he violated the constitutional laws with his decrees on state prisons; 

“That he wiped out ministerial responsibilities, confounded all the powers, and 

destroyed the independence of the judiciary; 

“Considering that the freedom of the press, established and consecrated as one of the 

rights of the nation, was constantly submitted to the arbitrary censorship of the police, and 

that at the same time he always used the press to flood France and Europe with contrived 

facts, false maxims, doctrines favorable to despotism and outrages against foreign 

governments; 

“That acts and reports heard by the senate were submitted to alterations when they 

were published; 

“Considering that, instead of ruling only with a view towards the interest, happiness 

and glory of the French people, following the terms of his oath, Napoleon Bonaparte plunged 

the fatherland into misfortune to the utmost degree, by his refusal to treat under conditions 

that the national interest obliged him to accept, and that would not compromise French 

honor; 

“Through the abuse he has made of all means given him in men and in money; 

“Through various measures which resulted in the ruin of towns, depopulation of the 

countryside, famine and contagious diseases. 

“Considering that, for all these reasons, the imperial government established by the 

senatus-consultum of 28 floreal year 12 has ceased to exist, and that the manifest wish of all 

the French calls for an order of things of which the first result must be the re-establishment 

of the general peace, which must also be the era of a solemn reconciliation among all the 

states of the great European family; 

“The senate declares and decrees as follows: 

“Art. 1st Napoleon Bonaparte has forfeited his throne, and the hereditary right 

established in his family is abolished. 

“2. The French people and army are released from their oath of fealty to Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 

“3. The present decree will be sent via message to the provisional government of 

France, and then sent to all the departments and to the armies and immediately proclaimed 

in all quarters of the capital; 

– On the same day the legislative body, convoked in extraordinary session, gave its 

support to the act of the senate. 

– On 5 April, the provisional government submitted to the senate a draft constitution. 

On the 6th, the senate decreed this constitution in the following terms: 



 

 

The conservative Senate, deliberating on the draft constitution presented it by the 

provisional Government, in execution of the act of the Senate of the 1st of this month; after 

having heard the report of a special committee of seven members, 

Decrees as follows: 

Art. 1st. The French government is monarchical and hereditary from male to male by 

order of primogeniture. 

2. The French people, freely, call to the throne of France Louis-Stanislas-Xavier de 

France, brother of the last King, and after him the other members of the house of Bourbon, 

following the previous order. 

3. The former nobility resumes its titles. The new conserves its titles by heredity. The 

Legion of Honor is maintained with its prerogatives. The King decides on decoration. 

4. The executive power belongs to the King. 

5. The King, senate and legislative body contribute to the formation of laws. Bills may 

be proposed equally in the senate and legislative body. 

Bills relative to taxation may only be proposed by the legislative body. 

The King may invite both bodies equally, to deal with matters he judges appropriate. 

The King’s sanction is required as a complement of the law. 

6. There will be at least one hundred fifty, at most two hundred senators. 

Their office is irremovable and hereditary from male to male by primogeniture. They 

are appointed by the King. 

The current senators, with the exception of those who would renounce their French 

citizenship, will remain and continue as part of this number. The current pay of the senate 

and the senatorial land endowments belong to them. The revenues of the latter are shared 

equally among themselves, and will pass to their successors. In the case of the death of a 

senator without direct male successor, his portion returns to the public treasury. The 

senators that will be appointed in the future can have no part of this dotation. 

7. The princes of the royal family and the princes of the blood are members by law. 

8. The senate will determine, on a case-by-case basis, when the discussion of issues it is 

dealing with will be public or secret. 

9. Each department will appoint, to the legislative body, the same number of deputies 

it had [previously] sent. 

The deputies who served in the legislative body at the time of its last adjournment shall 

continue to do so until their replacement. All will keep their salary. 

In future they will be chosen immediately by the electoral colleges, which will be kept, 

except if changes are made by any law regarding their organization. 

The term of office of deputies to the legislative body is fixed at five years. New 

elections will be held for the 1816 session. 

10. The legislative body convenes every year on the 1st of October, by law. The king can 

convoke it extraordinarily, adjourn it, as well as dissolve it; however, in this last case a new 



 

 

legislative body must be formed by the electoral colleges, at the latest within three months. 

11. The legislative body has the right of discussion. The sessions are public, except 

when it considers it appropriate to convene as a general committee. 

12. The senate, legislative body, electoral colleges and cantonal assemblies elect their 

president from amongst their members. 

13. No member of the senate or legislative body may be arrested without prior 

authorization from the body of which he is a member. The judgment of an accused member 

of the senate or legislative body belongs exclusively to the senate. 

14. Ministers may be members of either the senate or legislative body. 

15. The equal proportionality of taxation is by right. No tax may be established or 

levied without the free consent of the legislative body or the senate. The land tax may only 

be established for one year. The budget of the following year, and the accounts of the 

previous year, are presented every year to the legislative body and senate, at the opening of 

the session of the legislative body. 

16. The mode and quota of recruitment for the army will be determined by law. 

17. The independence of the judiciary is guaranteed. No one can be separated from his 

natural judges. The institution of the jury is maintained, as also the public nature of debates 

in criminal matters. The confiscation of property as punishment is abolished. The King has 

the right to pardon. 

18. The courts and ordinary tribunals currently in existence are maintained; their 

number can be neither diminished nor increased, except by law. Judges are for life and 

irremovable; with the exception of justices of the peace and of commerce. The commissions 

and extraordinary tribunals are abolished and cannot be re-established. 

19. The court of cassation, the appeals courts, and the tribunals of first instance will 

propose to the King three candidates for each judicial vacancy in their midst. The King 

chooses one of the three. The King appoints the first presidents and the public minister of the 

courts and tribunals. 

Continuation in the next issue 

Extract from the Moniteur of 12 April. 

“The allied Powers having proclaimed that the Emperor Napoleon was the sole obstacle to 

the re-establishment of peace in Europe, the Emperor Napoleon, true to his oath, declares 

that he renounces, for himself and his successors, the thrones of France and Italy, and that 

there is no personal sacrifice, even including that of his life, that he would not be prepared to 

make in the interest of France. 

Done at the palace of Fontainebleau on the 11th of April 1814.” 

“Signed, Napoleon.” 

– M. de Bondi, prefect of this department, on the same day sent his approval of the acts 



 

 

 

of the senate to the provisional government. 

– The provisional government has decided on the ceremonies to be held shortly, no 

doubt, for the reception of H.R.H. Monsieur, brother of the king. 

Rates of public securities 

5 per 100 consolidated: interest-payment of March 22, 1814, 63 fr. 25 c. Bank shares, interest 

payment of 1 January, 930 fr. 

============================================ 

From the printing shop of J.B. Kindelem, rue de l’Archevêché. 
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Lyon Journal, or Administrative,  

Political, Literary, Commercial, and 

Judicial Journal of the Department Rhône, published under the Auspices 

of the Higher Authorities.  

------------------------------------------ 

Subscriptions can be made at Lions, Bookseller, rue Saint Dominique, nr. 5. Subscription 

price, for six months, 15 fr.,; for three months, 8 fr.,: the price of each issue, distributed at the 

office, is 20 centimes. 

Notice 

The publication of this journal had at first been scheduled for the first days of the 

month of April. If no obstacle had delayed it, it would have had the advantage of compiling, 

as they unfolded, these marvelous events that, for several days, accumulate around us and 

will render the time in which we live the most memorable epoch of history. 

Unexpected causes changed matters, and this delay, without weakening the interest 

aroused by such great events, without even dispensing us from attaching their description to 

those of developments to come, no longer permits us to just cast a quick glance at them, but 

– and this is completely indispensable – to make of our journal a kind of historical and 

complete monument of the great revolution of which we are witnesses. 

In order to arrive at the most recent news as promptly as possible, and to compensate 

our Subscribers for the involuntary delay we have subjected them to, we will accelerate and 

multiply the distributions for several days, without increasing the price: we shall be happy if 

this small sacrifice will convince our subscribers of our desire to satisfy them! 

------------------------------------------ 

The Constitution, continued. 

20. Active soldiers, officers and pensioned soldiers, widows and pensioned officers, 

maintain their ranks, honors and pensions. 

21. The person of the King is inviolable and sacred. All the acts of government are 

signed by a minister. The ministers are responsible for everything these acts might contain 

prejudicial to the laws, to public and individual liberty, and to the rights of the citizens. 

22. Freedom of religion and of conscience are guaranteed. The ministers of religions are 

equally paid and protected. 

23. Freedom of the press is complete, with the exception of the legal repression of 



 

 

crimes that could result from the abuse of this freedom. The senatorial committees on 

freedom of the press and individual freedom are maintained. 

24. The public debt is guaranteed. 

The sale of the national domains is maintained irrevocably. 

25. No Frenchman may be pursued for opinions expressed or votes cast. 

26. Every person has the right to address individual petitions to any constituted 

authority. 

27. All Frenchmen are equally admissible to all civil or military employments. 

28. All currently exiting laws will remain in force until they have been legally 

abolished. The code of civil law shall be entitled: Civil code of the French. 

29. The present constitution will be submitted for the approval of the French people in 

a form to be established. Louis-Stanislas-Xavier will be proclaimed King of the French as soon 

as he has sworn to and signed an act containing: I accept the constitution; I swear to observe 

it and ensure it is observed. This oath will be repeated during the ceremony in which the 

French shall pledge their loyalty to him. 

Signatures follow. 

Continuation of the summary of News from Paris. 

It was on the 4th of this month that the marshals and other generals of the army were 

informed, through the public papers, of the acts of the senate and the provisional 

government. They conferred over these developments while Bonaparte came to review the 

troops he still feigned to regard as his own. Marshal Ney dared to utter the word 

“abdication” out loud. Only abdication can save you from this. 

Bonaparte acted as if he had not understood and the review passed very quietly. But it 

had hardly finished, when marshal Ney, following a resolution passed jointly, followed 

Napoleon up to the château all the way into his office, and asked him if he was aware of the 

great revolution that had taken place in Paris. Then marshal Ney gave him the newspapers. 

He read them and, turning to the marshal, said to him: very well, what do you think? 

– Sire, you must abdicate, it is the wish of France. – Is it the opinion of the generals? – 

Yes, Sire. – Is it the opinion of the army? – Yes, Sire. 

At just that moment marshal Lefebvre arrived and said, in a very animated tone, to 

the former emperor: “You are lost! You did not want to listen to your servants, the senate 

has declared the forfeiture of your throne.” At these words, Bonaparte became agitated and 

broke out in a torrent of tears. After a time, he drafted an act of abdication in favor of his 

son, as if he could still bequeath what he no longer possessed. 

On the 5th, around eleven in the morning, several generals went to ask the duke of 

Bassano, who was almost alone at the emperor’s side, to convince him not to appear at the 

parade: he absolutely wanted to come. His face was pale and completely out of composure. 

He only stayed some eight or ten minutes. At eleven-thirty he decided on a plan, had it 



 

 

drafted and countersigned by the duke of Bassano. This plan consisted in leaving with 

twenty thousand men to join prince Eugène in Italy. 

He had the duke of Reggio come and asked if the troops would follow him. – No, Sire; 

you have abdicated. – But I have abdicated under certain conditions. – The soldiers, 

continued the duke, don’t know these nuances; they believe you can no longer command 

them. Then all is said on that count, said Bonaparte: let us await the news from Paris. 

The marshals he had sent to Paris arrived between midnight and one. Marshal Ney 

entered first. Have you succeeded, said the emperor? – In part, Sire, but not for the regency. 

Revolutions never go backwards. This one has taken its course, it is too late; tomorrow the 

Senate will recognize the Bourbons. Where can I live with my family? – Wherever Your 

Majesty wishes; for example, the island of Elba, with an income of six millions. – Six 

millions! I must resign myself, and he became silent. 

(Extract from the Journal des Débats, of 9 April.) 

– It appears certain that the order was given, on 20 March, to explode the gunpowder 

magazine of Grenelle. This magazine contained two hundred thousands [of pounds] of 

powder in grains, 5 million infantry cartridges, 25,000 ball cartridges, 5000 explosive shells, 

and a large quantity of flares. The explosion would have annihilated the greater part of the 

capital. Artillery major Maillard had received this order, he did not execute it. 

– Nothing is more interesting or touching than what took place on 5 April in the 

evening, at the audience that H.M. the Emperor of Russia gave the Senate. 

After having received the homage of this body: 

“A man who called himself my ally, said emperor Alexander, arrived in my states as an 

unjust aggressor; it is against him I waged war, not against France. I am the friend of the 

French people; that which you have just done indeed redoubles this sentiment; it is just, it is 

wise to give France strong and liberal institutions in accord with current enlightened 

thought. My allies and myself come only to protect the freedom of your decisions.” 

The Emperor stopped a moment, and then H.M. continued, with the most touching 

emotion: 

“As proof of this durable alliance I wish to enter into with your nation, I return to it all 

the French prisoners currently in Russia; the French government had already asked this, I 

accord it to the Senate after the resolutions it passed today.” 

The Senate left, moved by feelings of the highest recognition and greatest admiration. 

– The provisional government decreed that the Russian prisoners in France will 

immediately be released to H. Exc. the general-in-chief of the Russian armies, in recognition 

of the generosity of H.M. the emperor of Russia, who ordered the return of the French 

prisoners of war currently in his states. 

(Extract of the journal des Débats) 

– Sovereigns raised to the throne, rather than finding pleasure, as did Bonaparte in 



 

 

 

Vienna, Berlin, or Moscow, at lodging in royal houses, choose private homes. 

The emperor of Russia is lodging with the prince of Benevent; 

The king of Prussia, with M. de Beauharnais; 

The emperor of Austria, in a hotel contiguous to the Bourbon Elysée; 

Prince Schwarzenberg, with general Sebastiani. 

– We are assured that cardinal Maury has left his archbishopric in Paris to return to his 

diocese in Montefiascone, which for seven years has suffered from his absence. 

– The provisional government has decreed that all funds be returned to the treasury 

that have been withdrawn from it and transferred to various points of the realm, following 

the orders of the sovereign, the forfeiture of whose throne was solemnly declared on 5 April, 

1814. 

– On 12 April, for the first time in 24 years, the capital enjoyed the presence of a prince 

of the royal house of France, of Monsieur, the count of Artois, brother of the king, lieutenant 

general of the realm. We shall provide the details of this memorable day. 

– The provisional government has combined in the prefectures and under-prefectures 

the functions of the director-general, individual directors, general and special commissaries of 

the police. 

------------------------------------------ 

Lyon, 17 April 

A new horizon, finally, is opening up to our eyes, and is preparing France, overcome 

with military glory and with calamities, to forget the evils that have for twenty years torn 

her apart. 

No town will have felt more than Lyon the benefit of this political resurrection, which 

was always the secret wish of all true Frenchmen, and for which our City in 1793 gave freely 

of its riches and of the purest of its blood. 

Subject to the events like all Frenchmen, this town, it must be said, [illeg. obscured by 

stamp] found in several acts of the imperial government, particular subjects [illeg. obscured 

by stamp] but its old attachment to the blood of its masters had not changed, and durable 

feelings of affection for the legitimate Kings never ceased to accompany its memories. 

The triumphal entry of the Allies in France; the words of peace and goodwill that 

preceded them; the reasonable hope that, to put an end to the enterprises of an ambition too 

well-known, they restored the more peaceful throne of the Bourbons; the impatient desire, 

finally, for repose from so many agitations and misfortunes, under the paternal authority of 

a legitimate sovereign, all this served to awaken the sentiments of a City that, during all 

times had been remarkable for the love of its Kings, and which it could no longer hide. 

But just at the instant that the dawn of happiness and peace began to enlighten our 

horizon, paid agitators mingled amongst the ranks of the citizens; their aim was to brandish 

the torches of discord, to excite troubles, to sow suspicion: thus the public heard speak of a 



 

 

true or false plan to arrest the magistrates of the City; it was even said that a general fire was 

to turn Lyon into a new Moscow, just like, later on, the explosion of the powder-magazine at 

Grenelle was to have reduced the capital to ashes. 

Thanks to the tireless vigilance of the Mayor, and of the Adjunct chargé of police and of 

their worthy colleagues; thanks to the tireless zeal of the national guard and its respectable 

leaders; thanks finally to this good spirit, this love of order that still distinguishes our City, 

no attempt could even be tried, no discord for a single instant troubled the public tranquility, 

and our magistrates were proclaimed our saviors. 

Finally, the sentiments of the good citizens exploded. 

While the senate declared that Napoleon Bonaparte had forfeited his throne, and that 

it proposed, jointly with the provisional government, the return of the house of Bourbon to 

the crown of France, but while none of these great events were known to Lyons, cut off from 

outside communications, this town, without waiting for a signal other than its own 

attachment to the throne of the Bourbons, also declared and proclaimed the forfeiture of 

Bonaparte, the recognition of the legitimate sovereign, and enthusiastically hoisted the white 

banner, to which our fathers were always loyal, during reverses as well as victories. 

The tale of what happened at Lyon under these circumstances is too honorable to our 

City, that we could not make it our duty to consign all of its details to our pages. 

On 8 April the Mayor, Adjuncts and Municipal Council were convoked by the Mayor to 

deliberate on the present situation of France, and to express the noble and patriotic 

sentiments loudly manifested, under this circumstance, by the people of the second town of 

the realm, a town celebrated in history by its attachment to its legitimate sovereigns. 

The Council, after a long and wise discussion, became convinced that the calamities 

weighing on France and Europe have their source in the unheard of levies of men that 

devoured the generations just as they succeeded each other; and which furnished Napoleon 

Bonaparte the constantly reborn means to wage an endless war; in these unconstitutional 

and arbitrary taxes, which ruin towns and the countryside, and which only served to 

increase, in his hands, the means of waging war; and, in one word, in a multitude of abuses 

born out of the daily violation of the constitutions. 

It also became convinced that the unparalleled sacrifices of the Nation, self-imposed 

only with a view towards obtaining an honorable peace, and the testimony of interests 

heaped on such peace to support the dignity and rights of the state in the discussions that the 

pacification could require, were only employed by Napoleon Bonaparte to increase the 

ravages of war, to manifest excessive pretensions so that, finally, at Prague, Frankfurt, and 

Châtillon-sur-Seine, he opinionatedly refused the peace he had been offered, a peace that did 

not injure national honor. 

The Council, above all, could not stop without pain before the picture of outrages 

committed against the freedom of all religions, by the acts of oppression under which, for so 

long, the Sovereign Pontiff of the catholic Church and several ministers of this religion, have 



 

 

 

been groaning. 

It recognized, finally 

That all the bonds that had been able to form between Napoleon Bonaparte and his 

peoples, have been broken by himself; 

That the happiness, repose and peace of the world cannot be conciliated while 

conserving Napoleon Bonaparte on the throne; 

That the extraordinary circumstances that carried him there, and his passing 

occupation thereof, have not been able to alter the imprescriptible and sacred rights of the 

house of Bourbon to the crown of France, 

And that the return of the legitimate heir of this august House to the throne of his 

ancestors, can alone re-establish the independence and union between the Sovereigns and the 

Peoples of Europe, reconcile France with the other nations, and meet the wishes of the 

French: 

Because of these motives, and with the other considerations that the municipal Council 

has consigned to its deliberation, 

It declared that it considers Napoleon Bonaparte and his family, natural or adoptive, 

as having forfeited every right or pretension to the throne of France; 

And that Louis XVIII is recognized as the king of France. 

It has, consequently, decreed that this declaration be proclaimed, from tomorrow on, 

with the customary solemnity; that the arms and colors of the Bourbons be hoisted in all the 

public places, and that this resolution then be communicated to H.R.H. the count of Artois, 

lieutenant-general of the realm. 

This deliberation was accompanied with shouts, a thousand times repeated, of long live 

the King! long live Louis XVIII. 

The proclamation decreed by the municipal Council is conceived as follows: 

INHABITANTS OF LYON. 

“You have constantly been the object of the paternal solicitude of your Magistrates. How 

satisfying it is for them today to be the spokesmen of their fellow Citizens under the 

important circumstances which are the focus of attention of Europe!” 

“All Frenchmen can finally give free rein to their emotions, for so long compressed at 

the bottom of their hearts. The national outburst that manifested itself in the Capital, in 

many large Towns, and above all amongst yourselves, no longer permits us to suspend the 

public expression of wishes that we have not stopped making, with you, in silence.” 

“Inhabitants of Lyon, you have always distinguished yourselves by your attachment to 

the legitimate sovereigns. With what enthusiasm will you not see the brother of the virtuous 

Monarch, whose misfortunes cost so many tears, remount the Throne of Saint Louis, Louis 

XII, and Henry IV!” 

“The king has solemnly promised to maintain the great bodies of the state and all the 



 

 

 

civil and judicial institutions; to maintain the sales of national properties; to ensure the 

complete liberty of religions; to deliver the religion of our fathers from the oppression under 

which it has suffered for too long; to abolish this conscription so odious to the French, so 

catastrophic to the world; to abolish these vexatious taxes so opposed to our habits, so open 

to abuse; to maintain in their positions all current occupants; to conserve, especially, the 

ranks and pay of the generals, officers and soldiers who, after having supported the honor of 

the French name with their exploits, will assure the happiness of the Fatherland by taking 

up ranks under the banner of the Lilies.” 

“His Majesty, imbued with the sentiments that inspired the testament of his august 

Brother, orders the complete forgiveness of all past mistakes and errors; and who would dare 

seek vengeance when the King has pardoned?” 

“With these good deeds, all the wounds of the state will be healed; through his wisdom, 

all the improvements, wrought over time and through the progress of enlightenment, will be 

guaranteed for us.” 

“And what feelings of gratitude do we not owe those High Powers who return to us a 

sovereign we desire, who bring him into our midst as the guarantor of their benevolent and 

disinterested intentions!” 

“Their proclamations have already informed us that, in penetrating our territory, they 

in no way intended to subject us to foreign domination; that a more noble ambition led them; 

that all they desired was to put an end to the evils of humanity, assure the tranquility of 

France and Europe on the basis of a peaceful and paternal government, tried and proven by 

centuries of glory and happiness.” 

“Now we may stop a moment to consider this consoling thought, that the 

magnanimous promises of so many Sovereigns cannot be false. They will see no more in us 

than loyal subjects of their new ally; they will assuage in his favor, or rather put to an end 

the calamities of a war in future without object.” 

“Inhabitants of this city once so flourishing, today so unhappy, hope also, based on 

faith in the recent declarations, that the guarantee of our national independence, the return 

of our colonies, the opening of our ports and the freedom of our commerce, will revive within 

these walls your active and hard-working industry, and with it your previous prosperity.” 

“Eternal recognition to the august and generous Sovereigns, of which a league, without 

equal in history, will have as its only goal the reconstruction of the social edifice on more 

wisely combined proportions, and to hold up to the admiration of the Universe the spectacle 

of the largest European Family, united for centuries by the bonds of an immutable peace!” 

“O citizens of Lyon! Do you not already feel your hearts comforted when you see the 

shining dawn of the beautiful days to come, for France! May the most perfect concord usher 

in this great and memorable era. May all the hate, all the dissensions be extinguished, and 

may a wise toleration produce the healing of all errors. Let us unite all our wishes in one 

single goal, the happiness of our fatherland; let us unite all our hearts in one single sentiment, 



 

 

 

the love of our Monarch: let us hoist with enthusiasm this color that created the glory of our 

predecessors, and proclaim in unanimous concert LOUIS XVIII, father and savior of 

France.” 

“LONG LIVE THE KING” 

“Done in session on 8 April 1814.” 

“Signed, d’Albon, mayor; baron Vauxonne, Charrier-Sainneville, Cazenove, de 

Laurencin, de Varax, adjuncts; Guerre, secretary, Arles, de Laroue, de Gatellier, de 

Lachassagne, d’Ambérieux, Grailhe-de-Montaima, Aynard, de Chaponay, Frèrejean, Masson- 

Mongez, de Ruolz, Falsan aîné, Bodin aîné, municpal councilors.” 

On April 9, at the break of day, the white flag was flying on the highest tower of the 

Hôtel de Ville. 

At one o’clock the Municipal Corps left the Hôtel de Ville in grand procession, 

accompanied by M. de la Roue, colonel-commandant of the national guard, to make public in 

the three principal squares of the city the deliberations and proclamations of the municipal 

administration. 

The whole procession sported the white cockade and the white flag fluttered amongst 

its ranks. 

Having arrived in the middle of the Place des Terreaux, the municipal Corps got out of 

their carriages and faced the spot once occupied, in the middle of the façade of the Hôtel de 

Ville, by the equestrian statue of king Henry IV, M. de Laurencin, one of the adjuncts, read 

to the assembled people the municipal proclamation. 

The procession then proceeded, in the same order, to the place Saint-Jean. 

The municipal Corps took its place in the square in front of the Saint-Jean basilica: 

there, in the midst of an immense crowd, and in the presence of God, protector of Kings and 

Peoples, the God of Saint-Louis, M. de Sainneville, one of the adjuncts, again read the 

proclamation in which the son of Saint-Louis is returned to the throne of his father. 

The procession finally proceeded, still in the same order, to the Place de Bellecour. 

The municipal Corps went to the spot once occupied by the equestrian statue of Louis 

the Great. 

The Mayor, in the presence of an uncountable crowd of spectators of all ages and 

conditions, and of every gender, made public, with another reading, the municipal 

proclamation. 

Each of these three proclamations was greeted with unanimous applause. 

A thousand and one times the moving and patriotic cry was repeated of: long live Louis 

XVIII! long live the Allies! long live our Liberators! 

Along with this applause, cries could also be heard of long live the Mayor, long live the 

Magistrates. 

The procession returned, following the banks of the Rhône, to the Hôtel de Ville. 



 

 

 

During the whole course of its march, from its departure to its return, it was accompanied by 

the same testimonials of love for the Bourbons, joy at their return to the throne, and 

recognition for the Allies, magnanimous authors of such a great good deed. 

A meeting of the governor baron de Mylius, and the officers of the local general staff, 

with the municipal Corps, with several members of the city council and officers of the 

national guard, at a dinner improvised at the Hôtel commun became yet another feast 

through all the toasts made to Louis XVIII and the whole house of Bourbon, to the allied 

Powers, to the Brave Soldiers of all the armies, to the Peace of the world, and to our 

Magistrates. 

The rest of this beautiful day was given over to the enthusiasm and rapture of the 

public joy. 

For three days in succession a general and spontaneous illumination, an immense 

concourse of Citizens of every age, condition and gender, gathered in the streets and squares 

to continuously repeated cries of LONG LIVE THE KING, LONG LIVE THE ALLIES; the 

flag of the Bourbons flying in front of a multitude of houses; clever slogans decorating a 

multitude of windows; the unanimous enthusiasm of the whole City, those of the allied Army 

mixed like a people of brothers amongst the ranks of the inhabitants; the weather finally the 

best possible, everything came together to provide an unparalleled brilliance to a feast which 

for us will forever be the feast of France, of Europe, of humanity.2 

------------------------------------------ 

Declaration of the general Council of the Department of the Rhône. 

The general Council of the department, imbued with a profound sentiment of 

admiration at the sight of such a phenomenon, unprecedented in history, that today presents 

Europe with the most noble use of the right of victory, set in opposition to that catastrophic 

abuse of the power of arms, which for twenty years has cost France so much blood and so 

many tears, and ended by compromising the existence of a people reputed to be great and 

noble among all the peoples of the earth; 

Certain that the High Powers will complete their work, that their promises will not be 

vain, and that their word is sacred; 

Equally convinced that the temporary exercise of sovereign Power, torn from the house 

of Bourbon by a series of violent events hitherto unknown in the annals of our France, could 

not destroy the imprescriptible rights which give this august house the Scepter and the 

Crown; 

                                                 
2 1The authentic minutes of what transpired on the 8th and 9th of April, and the details of 

the day of the 10th, can be found with KINDELEM, printer, rue de Archevêché, nr. 3. 

 



 

 

Not for once doubting that the events which bring us back to the natural and 

legitimate order of government, will at the same time return us, with the peace and the goods 

that accompany it, the forgetting of the past and the silencing of all sorts of resentment and 

vengeance; 

And desiring to anticipate the happy moment when the Council will be permitted to 

voice in an authentic manner the sentiments of the inhabitants of the department Rhône and 

the previous provinces of the Lyonnais and the Beaujolais: 

The general council unanimously recognizes H.M. Louis XVIII as the legitimate king of 

France and hastens, with its desire, the moment in which the Monarch will come into the 

midst of his people, take up again the exercise of a power that, in the hands of his ancestors, 

for so many centuries made for the glory and prosperity of the realm. 

Decreed that the present declaration be delivered to the Prefect of the department. 

Done in session, at Lyon, on 9 April 1814. 

Signed immediately, Regny père, E. de Noblet, B.-F. Delhorme, de la Croix-d’Azolette, 

de Perex, de St-Fond, Faugier, Chanel, Willermoz, Desprez, Louis-Alexandre-Elizée de 

Monspey, president; Lacroix-de-Laval, secretary. 

------------------------------------------ 

We, provisional Prefect of the department Rhône, joining our heart to the sentiments 

expressed by the council, command that the above declaration be printed, sent out and 

published in all the municipalities of the department; we call on all citizens to await with 

confidence and tranquillity the imminent return of our previous institutions, which will put 

to an end twenty-five years of discord and misfortune; we once again enjoin the Mayors, 

under their responsibility, to watch over the public and individual safety, and to inform us of 

all disorders and excesses, so as to deliver the perpetrators to the severity of the law. 

Signed, DECOTTON 

------------------------------------------ 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

The Colonel-commandant of the royal urban Guard of Lyon, to the officers, noncommissioned 

officers and fusiliers of this guard. 

For twelve years France and Europe, on the order of a single man, were inundated with 

blood and tears. A disastrous conscription devoured generations, so to speak, as they were 

born. The seas were prohibited for your vessels, external commerce to your speculations; 

colonial foodstuffs, unattainable due to their high price, for most citizens, drained individual 



 

 

resources. Arbitrary tributes levied illegally, while stepping on the most sacred parts of your 

Constitutions, ruined all classes of citizens; vexatious taxes, varied under a thousand unusual 

forms, caused the despair of the greatest part of the population, and demoralized the rest. In 

the end there was no longer any balance among the Powers, no more independence, and no 

more repose for the peoples and nations. 

The peoples and Nations took up arms against the author of so many evils. 

He has succumbed. 

His throne and power have crumbled. 

The single and noble fruit that the allied powers want to retain from their victories is to 

return you to your freedom, to a legitimate power, to yourselves. 

They did not want to treat for peace, neither with him who so many times had repulsed 

it, nor with any member of his family. 

They will recognize and guarantee, they told you, the Constitution that the French 

nation will give itself. 

Only one response is possible to such magnanimity; France and Europe expect it from a 

town upon which all eyes are fixed: that the Bourbons once again mount a throne that 

embodied the glory and happiness of the French for fourteen centuries; that the Bourbons 

usher in their return to supreme power with a prompt, solid and glorious peace, at the same 

time worthy of their generous allies, of their own wisdom, and of a valorous people who had 

not deserved its misfortunes; that the colors of the Bourbons will today serve as a testimony 

to the public gaiety and the rallying of all the French. 

LONG LIVE THE KING. 

There is one more memory, dear to my heart, that I cannot help but recall to yours: 

Honor and glory, eternal memory of the brave citizens of Lyons that I had the privilege 

of commanding during the siege of our city in 1793, of which the constant cry under enemy 

fire, and all the way to the iron of the executioners, was the sacred cry that so deeply imbued 

the hearts of the good Frenchmen, 

LONG LIVE THE KING. 

Colonel-Commandant 

De Laroue 

Lyon, 11 April 1814 

------------------------------------------ 

– The Court of Lyon has declared, in solemn session, that it unanimously supports the 

acts emanating from the Senate and the provisional Government, and has manifested the 

most ardent desire to finally see replaced on the throne of St. Louis, Henry IV and Louis 



 

 

 

XVI, the august Princes of the race that for so many centuries made for the happiness of 

France, and the interruption of which brought so many evils to the fatherland. 

– The order of barristers present at the audience has declared, through the voice of its 

president, M. Petit, that it enthusiastically supports the same acts and the decree of the 

court, having informed it of the same. 

– The corps of attorneys at the Court, present at the same audience, made the same 

declaration through the voice of its president, M. Arthaud; the Court also having been 

informed of this. 

– The civil Tribunal and the Tribunal of commerce, and the attorneys of the first 

instance, also declared their support. 

– The royal academy of sciences, literature and arts of Lyon, delivered to the 

provisional Prefect, via a deputation, a deliberation made on 12 April, following an 

extraordinary convocation, containing the expression of sentiments of joy and high spirits 

with which this company is imbued, for the happy events which have served to restore the 

throne of the Bourbons, and which have returned to the French their legitimate king, an 

august protector of the letters and sciences. The deputation requested that this act be 

delivered to the provisional Government. 

– The royal academy of Agriculture, Natural History and useful Arts of Lyon, 

manifested the same sentiments and the same wish, by means of a deliberation that a 

deputation also submitted to the provisional Prefect.  

------------------------------------------ 

Tomorrow a solemn Te Deum will be sung at the archbishop’s Church, as an act of 

gratitude for the happy events which return to the throne the legitimate Sovereign, and to 

the French a father. 

Paris, 11 April. 

From Châlons to Livry H.R.H. has everywhere received the benediction of the peoples. 

At his arrival in Châlons, the town was spontaneously illuminated: all along the route the 

peasants and mayors crowded around H. Royal H. At Livry, a large number of national 

guards come from the neighboring places and from Paris assembled on the esplanade of the 

castle. H.R.H. descended [from his carriage] to pass the review, and spoke to them with 

profound compassion. They broke ranks and surrounded his person, professing the deepest 

expressions of veneration and love. 

– It was on Holy Wednesday that Monsieur received, at Nancy, the first news of the 

great events of Paris. H.R.H. was in the dark at that moment. M. De Bombell, sent by the 

Emperor of Austria, arrived at Nancy to compliment H.H. in the name of H.I.M. and to 

present him with a white cockade. 

– The commissioners charged with the powers of Mgr. the count of Artois went to see 

M. Desèze, the day before yesterday, on behalf of that prince, to ask him to pass on to the 



 

 

order of barristers the testimony of his particular esteem for that order, and to assure it that 

he would not interrogate the opinion of its members, because he knew of their loyalty to their 

legitimate monarch, and was certain of it. 

– The persons commissioned by the previous government and who have left their post 

since the late events, will only be able to resume their functions following a new 

appointment. 

– MM. Mathieu and Adrien de Montmorency, Charles de Luxembourg and Alexis de 

Noailles yesterday had the honor of dining with H.M. the Emperor of Russia. M. Bellart, 

member of the municipal council and author of the address of this council, was today given 

the same honor. 

– It was at Fontainebleau that Bonaparte suddenly saw the scepter he had usurped fall 

from his hands; it was there that his fate was accomplished, and that that superb dominator 

of nations became their subject and captive; he is now locked up in the same palace where 

not long ago he detained the august and venerable head of the church; an invisible hand has 

struck this enemy of religion at the very place where, with his impious hands, he had struck 

the father of the believers, the representative of God on earth.

------------------------------------------ 

From the printshop of J.B. Kindelem, rue de l’Archevêché. 
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