
 

 

 

Fouché Justifies Bonaparte’s Brumaire Coup 

J. David Markham 

When General Bonaparte returned from Egypt in October of 1799, he found a France in 

political turmoil. The ruling Directory was corrupt and very unpopular. Talk of a coup was 

in the air and there were at least two being planned. The more important group plotting a 

coup included Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, Roger Ducos, Lucien Bonaparte among others. 

Among the ‘others’ was one Joseph Fouché, who was minister of police at the time. To be 

successful, the coup needed support of the army, and Bonaparte, who had known republican 

leanings, was the ultimate choice. Once the coup took place on 18 Brumaire (8-9 November 

1799), Napoleon was installed as First Consul and the period of France known as the 

Consulate began. It fell upon Fouché to provide a public explanation and justification for 

what had happened. This very rare document is that explanation and justification, 

distributed to the French Public on 11 November, 1799. The scan of the document is 

followed by the translation by Dr. Bill Chew III. The engraving is from my personal 

collection, as is the document. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

EQUALITY – LIBERTY 

 

The Minister 

of the General Police 

of the Republic, 

to His Fellow Citizens. 

 
Of the 20th Brumaire, Year 8 of the French Republic,  

one and indivisible. 

 

Citizens, 

The Government was too weak to sustain the glory of the Republic against the external 

enemies, and guarantee the rights of Citizens against the domestic factions: it had become 

necessary to consider giving that government power and greatness. 

The national wisdom, the Council of Ancients, conceived of this thought, and manifested 

the necessary will. 

It has thus ordered the moving of the Legislative Body outside of the precinct marked by 

the presence of too many roaring passions. 

The two Councils went on to propose measures worthy of the Representatives of the 

French people. 

A handful of factious individuals wanted to block this; they gave themselves up to a fury 

that the great majority of the Councils rendered powerless. 

This liberating majority came together after the dispersion of the faction; it has charged 

two commissions, formed from amongst the Councils, with the lodgement of the legislative 

power. 

It has returned the executive authority into the hands of three Consuls which it has 

endowed with the same powers as the Directory. 

It has chosen the Citizens SIEYES, BONAPARTE and ROGER-DUCOS, and they enter 

into their functions today. 

From this moment on a new order of things begins. The Government was oppressive 

because it was weak; that which succeeds it takes upon itself the duty of being strong so as to 

fulfil that of being just. 

For their support, it calls upon all the friends of the Republic and of Liberty, all 

Frenchmen. 

 

 



 

 

 

Let us unite to make the name of French citizen so great that each of us, proud of bearing 

it, will forget the deadly designations through which the factions prepared our misfortune by 

dividing us. 

The Consuls will attain this goal, because they desire it strongly. 

Soon the banners of all the parties will be destroyed; all Frenchmen will be rallied under 

the Republican standard. 

The works of the Government will soon assure the triumph of the Republic, outside by 

victory, its prosperity inside by justice, and the well-being of the people by peace. 

The Minister of Police, FOCHÉ 

 

PARIS, BY THE PRINTING OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC,  

BRUMAIRE, YEAR VIII 

 

  




