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Official News from Paris 1814 

J. David Markham 

The period of March and April of 1814 was chaotic to say the least. Napoleon raced 

unsuccessfully to defend Paris, the Allied Armies were destined to beat him there. The 

government left behind by Napoleon collapsed and Marie Louise left Paris with the King of 

Rome on 29 March. On 30 March, Napoleon’s brother Joseph and the remaining loyal 

government officials left Paris as well. Coalition forces moved into Paris and Napoleon’s fate 

was sealed. 

During this time, the 

people of France were kept 

more or less informed of 

events through a variety of 

newspapers of varying sizes 

and quality. The document 

present here was probably 

produced in Paris and is 

clearly under control of the 

provisional government 

and the allies. It was 

produced in very early 

April and offers a very 

interesting look into what 

was happening during this 

time. 

The engraving from my 

collection is dated June 24 

1814. It was published in 

London and is said to be an 

engraving by Meyer after a 

painting by David.  

 
This article was translated by Dr. Bill Chew III. 
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Nouvelles Officielles [Official News]1 

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 31 March 1814 

Copy of a note dated 31 March 1814, addressed by Count Nesselrode to Baron Pasquier, Prefect of 

Police.  

By order of H.M. the Emperor, my master, I have the honor of inviting you, Baron, to 

release from prison the inhabitants of Coulommier, Messieurs de Varennes and de Grimborg, 

detained in [the prison of] Sainte-Pélagie, for having prevented, within their municipality, 

the firing upon Allied troops, and thus having saved the lives and property of their fellow 

citizens.  

H.M. also desires that you release all those individuals who, through their attachment 

to their previous and legitimate sovereign, have until now been detained.  

You will be so kind, Baron, as to insert this letter into all the newspapers.  

Signed, Count Nesselrode  

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 31 March 1814 

  

I have the honor of sending you a proclamation that the Marshal, Prince of 

Schwartzenberg, has just published in the name of the allies. I command you to have it 

inserted in all the newspapers, have it affixed on the street-corners, in sum to immediately 

provide it with the greatest possible publicity.  

Please accept the assurance of my distinguished regards.  

Signed, Count Nesselrode  

 

“Inhabitants of Paris!  

The allied armies are at the gates of Paris. The goal of their march on the capital is 

founded on the hope of a sincere and durable reconciliation with her [the capital]. For twenty 

years Europe has been flooded with blood and tears. Previous attempts to put an end to so 

much misfortune have been in vain because, within the power of the self-same government 

                                                 
1 Explanatory additions in [square brackets] are included by the translator for clarity.  
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that oppresses you, there remains an insurmountable obstacle to peace. No Frenchman could 

fail to be convinced by this truth!  

The allied sovereigns, with good will, are looking for a salutary authority in France, one 

that could cement the union of all nations and all governments. Under the current 

circumstances, it must be in Paris that World peace is sought out with all haste. We await the 

answering of her prayer with the interest such a great result must inspire; may this Peace 

become manifest, and from that moment on the army outside the walls of Paris will become 

the solid support of all her decisions.  

Parisians, you are aware of your fatherland’s situation, of the conduct of Bordeaux, the 

friendly occupation of Lyon, the evils brought down on France and the true dispositions of 

your fellow citizens: among these examples you will find the terms foreign war and civil 

discord [translator’s italics]; you couldn’t find them elsewhere.  

The preservation and tranquillity of your city shall be the object of the care and 

measures that the allies are taking with those authorities and notables of the highest public 

consideration: the capital will not have to bear any military quartering.  

It is with these sentiments that Europe in arms, before your walls, addresses you. Make 

haste to respond to the trust she places in your love of fatherland and in your wisdom.” 

Signed, the commander-in-chief of the allied armies, 

Marshal Prince of Schwartzenberg  

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 1 April. 

Declaration. 

The armies of the allied powers have occupied the capital of France. The allied 

sovereigns welcome the wishes of the French nation.  

They declare:  

That, should the terms of the peace include stronger guarantees with regard to putting 

in chains the ambitions of Bonaparte, they must be more favorable, since, with a return to 

wise and well-behaved government, France herself will provide the assurance of such repose.  

Consequently, the allied sovereigns proclaim:  

That they will no longer treat either with Napole ́on Bonaparte or any member of his 

family:  

That they respect the [territorial] integrity of old France, as it existed under her 

legitimate kings; they can even do more, because they continue to espouse the principle that, 

for the well-being of Europe, France must be large and strong.  

That they will recognize and guarantee the constitution that the French nation will 

adopt. Consequently, they invite the Senate to design a provisional government able to meet 

the needs of administration, and to prepare the constitution suitable for the French people.  
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I share the intentions I have just expressed with the other allied powers.  

ALEXANDER.  

For H.I.M., 

The secretary of State, Count Nesselrode.  

Paris, 31 March 1814, 3 P.M.  

--------------------------------- 

H.M. Emperor of all the Russias has been informed that many soldiers of all ranks are 

at this moment in Paris, where they have been brought either by the events of the war, or by 

the need to seek out some care for their health, altered by great fatigues or honorable 

wounds.  

He does not suppose that they could have believed, for a moment, that they had to 

hide; in all cases, it is his pleasure to declare in his name and that of his allies, that they are 

free, perfectly free, and that, like all the other French citizens, they are called upon to 

contribute to the measures which must decide the great question that will determine the 

welfare of France and the entire world. 

Signed, ALEXANDER 

For H.M. the Emperor, 

Count Nesselrode, secretary of State,. 

 --------------------------------- 

The Duke of Vicence, having presented himself to the allied sovereigns, was not able to 

obtain a hearing; his propositions were not of the kind the powers were authorized to attend 

to, especially after the striking manifestation of sentiments expressed by the inhabitants of 

Paris and of all France. The Duke of Vicence therefore left to return to Napole ́on’s 

headquarters.  

--------------------------------- 

Of 2 April. 

Conservative Senate 

Extract from the registers of the Conservative Senate.  

Session of Friday, 1 April, 1814, in the afternoon 

At half past three, the members of the Senate convened, following an extraordinary 

convocation, under the chairmanship of H.S.H. the Prince of Bénévent, vice-grand-elector.  
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The session is opened with the reading of the minutes of that of 28 March past. 

The Senate approves the minutes. 

H.S.H. the prince vice-grand-elector, chairman, then takes the floor with the following  

words: 

SENATORS,  

“The letter that I had the honor of addressing to each of you, notifying you of this 

convocation, informed you of its purpose. It concerns the transmission, to you, of certain 

propositions. This word alone suffices to indicate the liberty each of you brings to this 

assembly. She [i.e. the assembly] will provide you the means with which to make a noble 

start, in response to the sentiments, the soul of which each and every one of you is filled, i.e. 

the will to save your country and the resolution to run to the aid of a forsaken people.  

Senators, the circumstances, grave as they may be, cannot be above the firm and 

enlightened patriotism of all the members of this assembly, and you will all surely have 

equally felt the necessity of a deliberation with no delay whatsoever, one which will not let 

the day pass without re-establishing the activity of the administration, the premier of all 

needs, for the formation of a government, the authority of which, formed as it is by the needs 

of the moment, can only be re-assuring.  

The prince vice-grand-elector, having relinquished the floor, various propositions are 

made by several members. The matter having been deliberated, the senate decides:  

1. That a provisional government be established charged with meeting the needs of the 

administration, and of presenting to the Senate the draft of a constitution appropriate to the 

French people.  

2. That the government be composed of five members.  

Subsequently proceeding to their appointment, the senate elects as members of the 

provisional government:  

M. Talleyrand, Prince of Béne ́vent; 

M. Senator, Count of Beurnonville; 

M. Senator, Count of Jaucourt; 

M. Duc de Dalberg, councillor of state; 

M. De Montesquiou, previously member of the Constituant Assemby. 

They are proclaimed as such by the prince vice-grand-elector, chairman. 

H.S.H. adds that, one of the first tasks of the provisional government of necessity being 

the redaction of a draft constitution, the members of the government, when they are busy 

with this draft, will inform the members of the Senate, who are invited to contribute their 

insights to the perfection of such an important task.  

It is further decided that the act of appointment of the provisional government be 

announced to the French people in the form of an address by the members of this 

government.  
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Some senators request that this act include an explanation of the motives that 

determined the Senate and rendered its convocation indispensable.  

Other members, however, request that the motives be part of the address to be 

published by the members of the provisional government. 

The Senate adopts this last proposition. 

One member proposes to decide, in principle, and to charge the provisional government 

to include, in substance, in its address to the French people, 

1. That the Senate and Legislative Body be declared integral parts of the proposed  

constitution, excepting those modifications deemed necessary to assure the freedom of 

elections and opinions;  

2. That the army, including pensioned officers and soldiers, widows and pensioned 

officers [sic], will be maintained in their ranks, honors and pensions;  

3. That the public debt shall not be impinged; 

4. That the sale of national domains shall irrevocably be maintained; 

5. That no Frenchmen can be pursued for any political opinions he may have expressed; 

6. That the freedom of religion and conscience shall be maintained and proclaimed, as  

also the freedom of the press, with the exception of the legal suppression of such crimes that 

might arise from the abuse of this freedom.  

These various propositions, supported by several members, are put to the vote by the 

prince vice-grand-elector, chairman, and adopted by the Senate.  

One member requests, in order to conciliate the adoption of these propositions with the 

trust due to the members of the provisional government just established, that the address to 

the French people to be made by the members of this government state that they are charged 

with preparing a Constitution in such manner that none of the principles at the basis of these 

proposition be impinged.  

The Senate adopts this amendment.  

The Senate adjourns until 9 P.M., so as to draft and adopt the final redaction of the 

minutes and to individually sign its expedition [to the members].  

The Senator Count Barthe ́lemy, ex-chairman of the Senate, is designated chair in the 

absence of the prince vice-grand-elector, chairman, who will be unable to attend this session.  

The decision is taken to forthwith make known, under the signature of the chairman 

and secretaries, an extract of the minutes containing the appointment of the members of the 

provisional government.  

Those senators who, having not been notified in time, could not attend the present 

session, will again be convoked by the chairman to attend this evening’s session.  

These deliberations having been made, the prince vice-grand-elector, chairman 

adjourns the session.  

 

The same day, 1st of April, 1814 
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At 9 P.M. the session is resumed under the chairmanship of Senator Count Barthélemy.  

The Senate listens to and adopts, after several amendments, the draft of the minutes of 

the day.  

The request is made [from the floor] that these minutes be printed, and six copies 

distributed to each of the members of the Senate.  

This proposition is adopted. 

Following this, the members present proceed to the signing of the minutes, as follows: 

Abrial; Barbé de Marbois; Barthelemy; Bayanne (de) Cardinal; Belderbusch; 

Berthollet; General Beurnonville (count); Buonacorsi; Carbonara; Chasseloup-Laubat 

(general count); Cholet; general Colaud; Cornet; Davous; Degregory-Marcorengo; general 

Dembarere; Despère; Destutt-Fracy; general d’Harville; d’Haubersaert; general 

d’He ́douville; Dubois-Dubais; Emmery; Fabre de l’Aude; general Ferino; Fontanes; Garat; 

Grégoire; Herwin; Jaucourt; Jourain-Auber; general Klein; Lejeas; Lambrechts; Sanjuinais; 

Launoy; Lebrun de Rochemont; Lemercier; general Lespinasse; Maleville; Meermann; 

Moubadon; Pastoret; Péré; Pontecoulant; Porcher; Rigal; Roger-Ducos; St.-Martin de 

Lamotte; Schimmelpenninck; marshal Serrurier; general Soules; Tacher; general Valence 

(general count); marshal duke of Valmy; Vandedeu; Vandepolt; general Vaubois; Villetard; 

Vimar; Volney.  

The chairman and secretaries,  

The prince of Béne ́vent. 

The count of Valence, Pastoret.  

Members absent due to illness have sent their consent.  

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 2 April. 

Conservative Senate. 

Gentlemen, members of the provisional government, 

The Senate charges me with asking you to make known, from tomorrow, to the people 

of France, that the Senate, by a decree made in its session of today, has declared the 

forfeiture of rights of the Emperor Napoléon and of his family, and consequently released the 

French people and the army from its oath of fidelity.  

This act will be transmitted to you tomorrow, with its motives and considerations.  

I have the honor to greet you,  

Chairman of the Senate,  

Signed, Barthelemy  
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In attestation of true copy,  

The secretary of the provisional government,  

Dupont (de Nemours) 

Paris, 2 April 1814, at 9:30 P.M.  

--------------------------------- 

Nothing is more interesting and touching than what transpired this evening at the audience 

given by H.M. the Emperor of Russia to the Senate. After having received the hommage of 

this body;  

“A man who called himself my ally, said: the Emperor Alexander arrived in my states 

as an unjust aggressor; it is against him that I waged war and not against France; I am the 

friend of the French people; what you have just done redoubles this sentiment yet again; it is 

right and wise to give France strong and liberal institutions in harmony with the current 

enlightened [spirit of the age]. My allies and I, we come only to protect the freedom of your 

decisions.”  

The Emperor paused for a moment in his speech; and H.M. continued with the most 

touching emotion:  

“As proof of the durable alliance I wish to contract with your nation, I return all the 

French prisoners in Russia. The provisional government has already requested this of me. I 

accord it to the Senate, following the resolutions it has taken today.”  

The Senate departed filled with sentiments of the greatest gratitude and admiration.  

 

Acts of the Provisional Government 

Address to the French Armies. 

Paris, 2 April, 1814.  

Soldiers,  

France has recently thrown off the yoke under which it has, with you; groaned for so 

many years.  

You have never fought for the fatherland, you could no longer fight against it, under 

the banners of the man who leads you.  

Behold all the suffering you have born under his tyranny; not long ago you were a 

million soldiers, almost all of whom have perished; they were delivered to the enemy sword 

with no provisions, no hospitals; they were condemned to perish of misery and hunger.  

Soldiers, it is time to put an end to the misfortunes of the fatherland; peace is in your 

hands, would you refuse her [i.e. peace] to a desolated France; the enemies themselves make 

this request; they regret having ravaged your beautiful countryside, and only want to take 

up arms against your oppressor and ours. Would you be deaf to the voice of the fatherland, 

that reminds and beseeches you; she [i.e. her voice] speaks to you through her Senate, her 

capital, and above all her misfortunes; you are her most noble children; and could never 
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belong to him who has ravaged her, who delivered her without arms, without defense, who 

wanted to render your name odious to all nations, and who might perhaps have compromised 

your glory, if a man who isn’t even French, could ever weaken the honor of our arms and the 

nobility or our soldiers.  

You are no longer the soldiers of Napoléon, the Senate and all of France release you 

from your oaths.  

Signed, the members of the provisional government, the prince of Béne ́vent, François de 

Montesquiou, Dalberg, Beurnonville, Jaucourt  

In attestation of true copy,  

The adjunct secretary of the provisional government.  

Laborie.  

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 3 April 

Acts of the Provisional Government 

Commissioners appointed by the provisional government, for: 

Justice: M. Henrion de Pensey; 

Foreign affairs: count Lafore ̂t, and baron Durand, adjunct; 

Interior: count Beuguot, and until his arrival, M. Benoît; 

War, combined with the war administration: general Dupont; 

Navy: baron Malouët, and until his arrival, M. Jurien; 

Finances, treasury, manufactories and commerce: baron Louis; 

General police: M. Anglés, master of petitions; 

General secretariat of the provisional government: M. Dupont (de Nemours), member of 

the Institute, and M. Roux de Laborie, barrister at the imperial court, adjunt.  

M. de Lavallette having absented himself, M. de Bourienne, previously councillor of 

state, is appointed director-general of Posts [i.e. Postmaster General] 

In attestation of true extract, 

Dupont (de Nemours) 

--------------------------------- 

Conservative Senate 

Extract of the registers of the Conservative Senate. – Session of Sunday, 3 April 1814, chaired by 

Senator count Barthélemy.  

Due to the adjournment of the minutes-drafting of yesterday’s session, the members of 

the Senate reconvened at noon.  

The Senate listens to the reading of and approves the draft of the minutes.  
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It also approves the drafting of minutes relative to the transportation and reception of 

the Senate by H.M. the Emperor of Russia.  

With regard to these last minutes, and to the assurance given the Senate by Emperor 

Alexander to return to the French all the prisoners of war in his states, the Senate, touched 

profoundly by this magnanimous act, which will reunite so many unfortunate men with their 

families: decides that the provisional Government shall be asked to take all measures 

necessary to hasten their return.  

The assembly also decides to consecrate, in its registers, the memory of such great 

magnanimity.  

One member requests that the minutes in question be printed and distributed, in six 

copies, to each senator.  

This proposition is adopted.  

The assembly, following the proposition of another member, takes the following 

decision:  

The Senate recalls to its midst all absent senators, with the exception of those whose 

presence in the Departments shall be deemed useful.  

The present decision will be transmitted to the provisional Government for execution.  

The chairman communicates to the assembly several letters that he has received from 

various members of the Senate.  

Four of these letters, written under the date of 3 April last, contain the consent of the 

senators d’Aboville, Franc ̧ois de Neufchâteau, Lenoir-Laroche et Shée, to the measures taken 

by the Senate in its last sessions. The senators Lejeas, Legrand, Fallet-Barrol excuse 

themselves in three other letters of the same date, given the state of their health, from 

attending the Senate’s sessions.  

The Senate orders that these letters be mentioned in the minutes.  

The order of the day calls for the final drafting of the decree rendered in yesterday’s 

session.  

The senator count Lambrecht, having been assigned the drafting, presents its plan.  

After two successive readings, the plan is sent, for examination, to a special commission 

composed of senators Barbé-Marbois, de Fontanes, Garat and Lanjuinais.  

The commissioners withdraw into the council room for the purpose of this examination. 

The session is suspended until their return.  

The session reconvenes at four o’clock. Senator count Lambrechts reads the plan as 

revised and adopted by the special commission.  

The project, put to a vote by the chairman, is adopted under the following terms:  

The Conservative Senate, 

Considering that in a constitutional monarchy, the monarch only exists by virtue of the 

constitution or social contract; 



Napoleonic Scholarship: The Journal of the International Napoleonic Society  December 2017 

 

211 

 

That Napoléon Bonaparte for a time, with a firm and prudent government, gave the 

nation reasons to count on the future with regard to acts of wisdom and justice; but that he 

subsequently tore to shreds the pact that united him with the French people; notably by 

raising taxes, by establishing extra-legal taxes, against the express terms of the oath taken 

on his accession to the throne, in accordance with art. 53 of the acts of the constitutions of 28 

flore ́al Year 12.  

That he has committed this crime against the rights of the people, having just 

adjourned, unnecessarily, the Legislative Body, and having suppressed, as criminal, a report 

of this body, whose title and role in national representation he contested;  

That he undertook a series of wars in violation of article 50 of the act of the 

constitutions of 22 frimaire year 8, which requires that the declaration of war be proposed, 

discussed, decreed and promulgated just as laws are;  

That he has unconstitutionally delivered several decrees relative to capital punishment, 

namely the two decrees of 5 March last, so as to consider as national a war that only took 

place to meet his interest and unlimited ambition;  

That he violated the constitutional laws with his decrees on State prisons;  

That he destroyed ministerial responsibility, confused all powers and destroyed the 

independence of the judiciary corps;  

Considering that the freedom of the press, established and consecrated as one of the 

rights of the nation, has constantly been submitted to the arbitrary censorship of his police, 

while at the same time he has always used the press to fill France and Europe up with 

contrived facts, false maxims, doctrines promoting despotism, and outrages against foreign 

governments;  

That acts and reports heard by the Senate have been subjected to alterations in their 

subsequent publication;  

Considering that instead of reigning strictly in the interest, following the terms of his 

oath, of the welfare and glory of the French people, Napole ́on took the misfortunes of the 

fatherland to new heights, by his refusal to treat under conditions that the national interest 

obliged [him] to accept and that did not compromise the French honor;  

By the abuse he has made of all means of men and money entrusted in him;  

Through the abandonment of wounded without bandages, help or subsistence; 

By various measures, the results of which were the ruin of town, the depopulation of 

the countryside, famine and contagious diseases; 

Considering that, for all these reasons, the imperial government, as established by the 

senatorial decree [sénatus-consulte] of 28 floréal year XII, has ceased to exist, and that the 

manifest desire of all the French calls for an order of things of which the first effect should be 

the return to the general peace, and that it also be the epoch of a solemn reconciliation 

between all the States of the great European family;  

The Senate declares and decrees as follows:  
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Art. the first. Napoléon Bonaparte forfeits his throne, and the right of heredity in his 

family is abolished.  

2. The French people and army are released from their oath of loyalty to Napole ́on 

Bonaparte.  

3. The present decree shall be transmitted via message to the provisional Government 

of France, subsequently sent out to all departments and armies, and proclaimed at once in all 

quarters of the capital.  

No other object being on the order of the day, the chairman adjourned the session.  

The president and secretaries,  

Barthélemy, 

Comte de Valence, Pastoret  

--------------------------------- 

Legislative Body. 

Session of 3 April. 

The Legislative Body convened in its palace and in its normal chambers for its sessions, 

by virtue of the invitations made to it this day by the members of the provisional 

government, Félix Faucon, vice-chairman, who took the chair, and the secretaries Bois- 

Savary, Laborde and Faure.  

The chairman read a decree of the provisional Government, dated the 2nd of this month, 

whereby it announces that the Senate has pronounced the forfeiture of rights of Napoléon 

Bonaparte and his family, and declared that the French are relieved of all civil and military 

ties to him, and of all obedience.  

This decree was accompanied by the copy of a letter written that same day, in the 

evening, by the chairman of the Senate, informing it [the Legislative Body] of this decree.  

The Legislative Body, after having deliberated in closed [“secrète”] session and in the 

customary form, over this important communication, subsequently made the session public 

and adopted a decree along the following lines.  

Given the act of the Senate of the 2nd of the month, by which it declares the forfeiture of 

all rights of Napoléon Bonaparte and his family, and declares the French free of all civil and 

military bonds with, and all obedience towards him,  

Given the decree of the provisional Government of the same day, by which the 

Legislative Body is invited to participate in this important operation,  

The Legislative Body, considering that Napoléon Bonaparte has violated the 

constitutional pact,  

And in accordance with the act of the Senate,  
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Recognizes and declares the forfeiture [of all rights] of Napoléon Bonaparte and his 

family,  

The present decision shall be transmitted by message to the provisional Government 

and Senate.  

Signed, Félix Faulcon chairman; Chauving de Bois-Savary, D. Laborde, Faure, secretaries; 

Aubert, Barrot, Botta, Boutelaud, Bruys-Charly, Caze de la Bove, Challan, Chappuis, 

Charles (Duhud), Chatenay-Lanty, Cherrier, Chirat, Clausel de Coussergnes, Clement, 

Colchen, Dalmayssy, Dampmartin, Danzat, Delattre, Duchesne de Gillevoisin, Dorbach, , 

Ebaudy de Rochetaille, Emeric-David, Emmery, Estournel, de Falaiseau, Finot, 

Flaugergues, Fornier de Saint-Lary, de Fougerais, Gallois, Garnier, Geoffroy, Gerolt, de 

Girardin, Goulard, Goulay, de Grote, Griveau, Jacobi, Janod, Jaubert, Lajard de la Seine, 

Lefeuvre, Lefebvre- Gineau, Delsné Harel, Louvet, Metz, Moreau, Morellet, Pemartin, 

Perèse, Peterseu, Petit de Beauverger, Petit du Cher, Pictet Diodati, Poggi, Poyfe ̀re de Cère, 

de Prunele, Ragon-Gillet, Raynonard, Rigaut de l’Isle, Rivière, Rossée, le baron de 

Septenville, Sylvestre de Sacy, Sturtz, Thiry, Travaglini, van Recum, Vigneron, Villiers, de 

Waldner-Freudenstein.  

The printing and distribution of this decree in six copies to each member of the 

Legislative Body have been ordered.  

Following another decision taken during this session, the deputies will proceed, as a 

body, to render homage to Their Majesties the Emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia.  

--------------------------------- 

Court of Cassation. 

To the provisional Government, the members of the Court of cassation, 

Our lords, 

We hasten to render unto you our homage and the respects of our submission. 

Thanks be given to the Senate for having confided the exercise of the public authority  

to men so distinguished by their services and talents. 

Thanks be given the Senate for having destroyed the edifice of despotism, and of  

having charged you with erecting, on the ruins, a constitution that will balance the 

powers, give Europe peace, and finally let France enjoy the sacred rights of man and society, 

the security of persons and property.  

Oh that we may soon enjoy this constitution which will make good so many 

misfortunes and dry so many tears! May we, after over twenty years of storms and 

misfortunes, finally find repose in the shade of that ancient and revered scepter, that for 

eight centuries so gloriously governed France!  

Our lords, we concur with the great measures for public welfare decreed by the Senate 

in the memorable sessions of the 1st and 2nd April; they have expressed the will of the French;  
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Paris, at the Palace of Justice, 3 April, 1814.  

Signed Barris, chairman; Giraud Duplessis, solicitor general; chevalier Bouchau, 

Casseignes, Basire, Borel, Oudart, chevalier Vasse de Saint-Ouen, Pajou, Jourde, 

solicitor general. Minier, Liborel, Le Coutour, solicitor general; Busschop, Audier-

Massillon, Liger de Verdigny, Chasle, Dutocq, Rataud, Babille, Vallée, Gandon, 

Vergés, baron Botton de Castellamonte, Carnot, Pons, solicitor general; Lombard, De 

Avemann, Zangiacomi, L.B. Genevois, Bover, Bailly, Chabot del’Allier, Lefessier de 

Grandprey, Rousseau, Schwendt de Saint-Etienne, Cochart, De la Coste, Van 

Toulon.  

J.B. Jalbert, clerk of the court  

--------------------------------- 

Paris, 5 April. 

H.M. the Emperor of Russia, as soon as he had heard of the change of French 

government declared by the Senate, and the establishment of a provisional government, has, 

in the name of the allied powers, had proposed to Napole ́on Bonaparte that he choose, for 

himself and his family, a place of retreat; and the Duke of Vicence has been charged with 

submitting to him this proposition. In doing so, the allied powers have primarily been 

motivated by the desire to end the bloodshed, and by the conviction that, if it were adopted 

by Napole ́on, the work of general peace and re-establishment of internal calm in France will 

hardly take up the work of a day.  

– The municipal body of Paris shall send a deputation to Marshal Marmont, thanking 

him for the noble efforts undertaken by him for the defense of Paris and to congratulate him 

for having provided the good example of obedience to the government that has just been 

established. Marshal Marmont is in Paris, and the corps of eight thousand men that he 

commanded has arrived at Versailles, where he receives the orders of the provisional 

Government.  

– This morning, Marshals Mortier and Macdonald, and M. de Caulaincourt, were 

admitted to an audience with H.M. the Emperor of Russia. They came to propose the 

abdication of Buonaparte in favor of his son. This proposition was given no attention at all. 

The allied powers, amongst which, from this day, France may be reckoned, proposed to 

Buonaparte a retreat to the island of Elba, and an annual pension of six millions for himself 

and his family. Marshals Mortier and Macdonald, and M. de Caulaincourt, have departed this 

evening for Fontainebleau, where Buonaparte is, for the moment.  

--------------------------------- 
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Address of the provisional government to the French people. 

Frenchmen,  

Having put aside civil discord, you chose as your leader a man who appeared on the 

world stage with characteristics of grandeur. You put all your hopes in him; these hopes were 

disappointed. All he founded on the ruins of anarchy was despotism.  

He could at least, out of recognition, [have] become French like the rest of you. He 

never was. He never stopped undertaking, without aim or motive, unjust wars, as an 

adventurer who wants to be famous. In the space of a few years, he has devoured your riches 

and your population.  

Each family is in mourning; all of France laments: he is deaf to our misfortunes. Maybe 

he is yet dreaming of his gigantic schemes, even when unheard-of reverses of fortune 

spectacularly punish the arrogance and abuse of victory.  

He was incapable of reigning either in the national interest, nor even in the interest of 

his own despotism. He destroyed everything he wanted to create, and recreated everything 

he wanted to destroy. He believed only in force; today he himself is overwhelmed by force, as 

just returns for his insane ambition.  

Finally, this tyranny without parallel has come to an end: the allied powers have just 

entered the capital of France.  

Napole ́on governed us like a king of barbarians; Alexander and his magnanimous allies 

spoke only the language of honor, justice and humanity. They came to reconcile with Europe 

a brave and unfortunate people.  

Frenchmen, the Senate has declared that Napole ́on has forfeited his throne; the 

fatherland is no longer with him; only another order of things can save it. We have known 

the excesses of popular licence and those of absolute power: let us re-establish true monarchy 

by limiting, with wise laws, the several powers of which it is composed.  

May under the protection of a paternal throne, agriculture exhausted flourish anew; 

may commerce, loaded with hindrances, be free again; may youth no longer be cut down by 

arms before they have the strength to carry them, may the order of nature no longer be 

interrupted, and may the old one hope to die before his children! Frenchmen, let us come 

together: the past calamities will end, and peace will put an end to the commotions of 

Europe. The August allies have given their word for this. France will find repose from her 

long agitations and, better enlightened by the double ordeal of anarchy and despotism, 

regain happiness in the return to a titulary government.  

--------------------------------- 

5 April 

Acts of the Provisional Government 
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The Provisional Government, being painfully informed that obstacles have been placed 

in the way of the Pope’s return to his States, and deploring the continuation of such outrages 

which for so long have overwhelmed the courageous head that the Church wants back, 

commands that all hindrances to his voyage cease immediately, and that he be accorded, en 

route, all the honors that are his due.  

The civil and military authorities are charged with the execution of the present decree. 

Given at Paris, 2 April 1814. 

By the Provisional Government, 

Signed, Dupont (de Nemours), secretary  

--------------------------------- 

The Provisional Government, considering how odious it was, in and of itself, and 

contrary to the conventions that preceded the departure of H.M. the king of Spain, to keep 

his brother, the Infant D. Carlos, at Perpignan, commands that this prince be returned as 

promptly as possible, and with all the honors due his rank, to the first Spanish post.  

The civil and military authorities are enjoined to take all necessary measures for the 

execution of the present order.  

Given at Paris, 2 April 1814. 

By the Provisional Government, 

Signed, Dupont (de Nemours), secretary  

--------------------------------- 

Ministry of War 

Paris, 5 April 1814  

The commissioner at the war department has the honor to invite the gentlemen officers 

and military men of all ranks and all arms, who want to demonstrate their support for the 

new Government, to deposit with or address to the offices of the minister’s personnel in Paris, 

their declaration along with their address [of abode].  

The declarations that will be delivered directly to the various offices will be received 

from noon to 4 o’clock.  

Signed, general count Dupont  

--------------------------------- 
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Court of Accounts 

Today 5 March 1814, all magistrates of the Court having convened in the grand 

chamber, following the convocation of the first president: he said:  

“Gentlemen,  

You all know the act dated the 2nd of the month, by which the Senate declared the 

French people released from all civil and military bonds with Napoléon Bonaparte.  

The Legislative Body has given its support to this act; you have asked me to call for 

your assembly, so as to give you the means to express the sentiments this great event inspires 

in you, I hasten to satisfy your impatience.  

The Senate has returned, to men worthy of the greatest confidence, the care of ending 

the course of misfortunes that have caused France to lament for so long. Let us, through acts 

of gratitude, express our thanks to this provisional Government whose wisdom and courage 

draw attention to itself with such brilliance.  

Let us repay with immortal recognition the most distinguished act of magnanimity of 

which the annals of the World might keep the memory. The Emperor of Russia consoles two 

hundred thousand families with the return of unfortunate Frenchmen which the force of 

arms has placed in his power, and he hastens the fortunate moment which will give us back 

our brothers, our friends, our children. Of the peoples that they have striven to make us fear 

as enemies, the King of Prussia and his princes, reunited for the most beautiful of causes, 

mark their presence only with testimonials and proofs of amity. Today they are our allies, 

our friends, and we have not, for a long time, been as free as we are now, in the presence of 

these armed foreigners.  

Let us join our wishes to those currently being made by all Frenchmen, that of seeing 

reborn, in the shade of a wise constitution, those days of glory and prosperity that have 

rendered France illustrious under the princes that governed her for eight centuries.  

From all parts one hears the name “Bourbons.” All wishes urge on their return, they 

are approaching. A prince who will reign with a constitution, with justice and laws, will soon 

be returned to us. We are free to express the sentiments that move us for this family, that so 

many titles have rendered dear to France, and to declare our support for all measures taken 

by the Senate to assure the well-being of the French nation.  

By unanimous motion, the members of the Court requested that the first president 

make his way to the provisional Government, the agency of those sentiments with which 

they are all instilled, to express their full and entire support for the measures taken by the 

Senate, by the Legislative Body and by the provisional Government; that minutes be drafted 

of the first president’s speech and of the present session, which was done.  

At the palace of the court on day and year indicated below.  
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Signed, Barbé-Marbois, first president; Jard-Panvillier, Delpierre, Brièrre de Surgy, 

presidents; Feral, Dupin, Gounard, Regardin, baron Girod de l’Ain, Pierre-Charles de 

Chassiron, Duvidal, Dallet, Cordelle, Pajot jeune, Perrée, Gillet de Jacquesminie ̀re, 

Carret, Letourneur, Mouricault, G. Malès, Valadon, Terrible, Guillemin de Vaivres, 

Saint-Bagot, Briatte, Buffault, Caze Delabore, Sahut, Garnier, attorney-general; 

Guillaume, Spoelstra, Paulin Crassous, Duclos, de Gombert, Bouchard, Duriez, 

Perier de Trememont, Finot, Regardin jeune, Pajot, Garot, Prin, Bonnel, Hullin de 

Bois-Chevalier, Montet, Duchesne, Fourmontin, J. De Villeneuve, Courel, Farjon, 

Frestel, Roualle, Vial de Machurin, Dupont, Truet, Deleville, Carré, Michelin, Bralle, 

Parizot, Leferon Delaheuze, Beaulieux, L’huillier, Le Maître, Pierret, Gillot, C. 

Lewal, Darrimajou, Dalbaret, Bayeux, Delaistre, Monfouilloux, Luzier-Lamothe, 

Pernod, Faucond, Bartouilli, Colleau, Pacquier, Boyer, Duparc, Mallet, Chardon, 

Duboy, Maillard, Le Roux, Allix, Libert, H.A. Adrenier, Maugirard, de Monchanin.  

Certified authentic copy, 

De Marbois  

--------------------------------- 

Prefecture of the Department of the Seine 

Extract from the register of decisions of the prefecture council of 4 April 1814 

The members of the prefecture council of the Seine department, all present, Desroys, 

auditor of the Council of State, and the secretary, convened in council at the Hôtel-de Ville 

[sic];  

Considering that the council of the prefecture is the only purely departmental authority 

in Paris; that the prefect, the secretary-general and the council-general of the department 

have pronounced, with the municipal body, on the great measures paving the way for the 

end of our long political agitations, and that the silence of the members of the prefecture 

council would constitute a character of indifference contrary to the true sentiments of its 

members;  

Declare that they share the public satisfaction at the forfeiture of rights of Napole ́on 

and his family, and that they await with confidence the wisdom of the Senate and the 

provisional Government, the constitutional pact which will return to us and establish forever 

in France the ancient race of our Kings.  

Signed, Marchand, Champion, Fain, Joubert and Leconte, Desroys and Bourcey, secretary.  

Bourcey, secretary  

--------------------------------- 
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Imperial Court of Paris 

The imperial Court of Paris has adopted the following decree: 

The Court, all aware of the price of all the efforts which have finally delivered France 

from a tyrannical yoke; 

Imbued with respect and admiration for the August princes, models of disinterest and 

magnanimity; 

At the same time expressing their profound admiration for the noble race of kings  

who, for eight centuries, were the glory and well-being of France, and can alone bring back 

peace, order and justice in a fatherland where secret wishes never stopped invoking the 

legitimate sovereign;  

Decrees its unanimous support for the forfeiture of rights of Bonaparte and his family, 

pronounced by the Senate’s decree of the 3rd of this month; and that it, true to the 

fundamental laws of the realm, calls with all its means the head of the house of Bourbon to 

the hereditary throne of Saint Louis.  

Commands that the present decree be printed, put up for public notice and sent to the 

commissioner of justice of the provisional Government.  

The first president, signed Séguier  

The chief clerk, signed Duple ̀s  

--------------------------------- 

The magistrates of the Public Prosecutor’s department at the imperial Court of Paris, 

moved by the need to freely announce their view concerning the decrees of the Senate these 

2nd and 3rd April of the present month, with regard to the forfeiture of rights of the emperor 

Napole ́on, and others relative to the foundations of the constitutional charter;  

Declare that they support purely and simply all the acts and principles therein 

contained.  

They express, at the same time, their formal wish that the hereditary royalty be 

conferred upon the head of the house of Bourbon, on the guarantee of a constitution which 

will forever assure the rights of the nation, the monarch, and the citizens.  

The present decree shall be sent, in two certified copies, to H.E. chairman of the Senate, 

to H.H. the prince of Bene ́vent, chairman of the committee of the provisional Government 

and to H.E. chairman of the Legislative Body.  

Done and decreed within the assembly of the Public Prosecutor’s department, 5 April 

1814.  

Signed, Legoux, attorney-general; Grandst, first solicitor-general; Girot, de l’Ain, 

solicitor-general; Freteau, Jaubert, Mallet, Legais, de la palme, Damenve, Gay, De Schoneu, 

Clahier, Agier, Lacave-la-Ploguer  
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--------------------------------- 

Extract from the register of deliberations of the chamber of the college of solicitors at the Court of 

Cassation, of 4 April 1814.  

The members making up the college of solicitors at the Court of cassation, 

spontaneously convened at the Palace of Justice;  

Declare that they give thanks to the Senate and the provisional Government for the act 

releasing the French from the oath of obedience and loyalty to Napoléon Bonaparte and his 

family.  

They await, with impatience, they call with united voices for the constitutional charter 

which will henceforth guarantee the public liberty, and return to France the descendants of 

Henry IV.  

Signed, Champion, chairman; Mailhe, syndic; Darrieux, rapporteur; Mathias, secretary; 

Bosquillon, treasurer; Chabroud, Moreau, Camus, Loiseau, Cochu, dean; Flusin, 

vice-dean; Coste, Dupont, Pageaut, Gerardin, Becquey-Beaupré, Gueny, Lepicard, 

Delie ́ge, Leroy Neufvillette, Guichard père, Guichard fils, Bouquet, Granie ́, Barbé, 

Troussel, Billont, Lavaux, Beranger, Camusat, Borrel, Jousselin, Badin, Sirey, 

Roger, Montplanqua, Duprat, Dard, Huart-Duparc, Bouchereau, Lagrange, Raoul.  

---------------------------------  

To H.H. Mgr. the Prince of Benévent, president of the provisional Government. 

Monseigneur,  

The corps of the gendarmerie of Paris hastens to set before Y.H. its support for the 

organization of the provisional Government, and for all measures it may deem appropriate to 

take for the good of the fatherland. The officers and soldiers will compete in their zeal to 

merit the confidence of the Government, of which they desire to be more worthy with every 

day.  

Monseigneur, 

The very humble, and very obedient servants, 

Signed, Bourgeois, colonel; Alain, Dyonnet, Ducosay, d’Olendon, captains, etc. etc.  

--------------------------------- 

To H.H. Mgr. the Prince of Benévent, president of the provisional Government. 

Monseigneur,  

The adjutants of the city of Paris, under the orders of the colonel of the gendarmerie, 

hasten to set before Y.H. their support for the organization of the provisional Government, 
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and for all measures it may deem appropriate to take for the good of the fatherland. These 

adjutants will compete in their zeal to merit the confidence of the Government, of which they 

desire to be more worthy with every day.  

They have the honor to be, with the deepest respect, Monseigneur, of Y.H. the very 

humble and very obedient servants.  

Signed, Chevaud, Giraud, Gasson, Bougeard-l’Etang, Duret, Parratte, Collinet, Aubert, 

Monthouart, Giget, Maution, Pouget, Martin, Tonnelot, Tonnaille, Beguinot, 

Be ́guin, Vanloo, Delestres, Villedieu, Hubert, Chemin, Mathieu, Prolant, Roch, 

Nerrier, Durand, Lamy-Layourdelle, Baillet, Simonin, Sersuch, Knab, Garnier, 

Brière, Passeur, Tehecq, Duvillard, John Livier, Rayard, Gallico Betiz, Bernard.  

Paris, 5 April, 1814.  

--------------------------------- 

– The public is hereby informed that the immense quantity of letters held for over three years 

in the depositories of the administration of the post, as also those from England and other 

foreign countries, destined for this country, will be expedited to their addressees.  

The director-general of posts, Bourrienne  

--------------------------------- 

The arch-treasurer regularly attends conferences in which the monarchical constitution 

which the provisional Government is preparing for France are being deliberated.  

--------------------------------- 

– Senator Siéye ̀s, indisposed and unable to attend, sent in writing his support for all the 

Senate’s deliberations.  

Senator count Dedelay-d’Agier sent his support for the various decrees of the Senate, 

issued on the 1st and 4th of this month, expressing his regrets that his health has not allowed 

him to attend the sessions. 

– The employees of the various ministries and administrations have been ordered to resume 

their functions, and have done so. Thus the work of the administration, which had been 

suspended for several days, will resume its usual course.  

--------------------------------- 

Copy of the letters of credence of the Commissioner appointed by H.M. Emperor of all the Russias, 

so as to reside near the provisional Government.  
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In distancing myself from Paris, I thought it necessary to make provision for the 

establishment of the most regular and frequent relations with the provisional government. I 

have, to this end, appointed my major-general Pozzo di Borgo to reside next to the same in 

the quality of commissioner-general.  

I invite you, Gentleman, to lend credence to all that shall be, in a given case, said on 

my behalf, and to transmit to me, via his intermediary, all communications you desire to 

make to me. He enjoys my full confidence, and will certainly continue to do so, on this 

occasion, by not neglecting any means by which to cement the relations of peace and amity 

so happily established between Russia and France.  

Accept, Gentlemen, the expression of my esteem.  

Signed, Alexander 

Paris, the .... March (4 April 1814)  
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